
 

2nd Violin Sectional 3/22 
Hey 2nds! This is a guide to aid you in practicing our new songs during the 

quarantine. These are things that you should be aware of and looking out for as you 
are going through each song. Remember, we have our own tracks to listen to and play 
along. If you try to practice with the actual songs, it may not sound right because some 
of these are in different keys! Have fun practicing and if you have any questions, feel 
free to ask us!  

- Ms. Crowley 

 

Cake By The Ocean 
● Every time you have the eighth notes off the beat (m. 13-18, etc), make 

sure they are short. Play staccato in the lower half of the bow. 
● Listen to the original song to mimic the vocals with the bow. It’s a little 

more connected than typical pop songs, not super short. 
● (m. 39-46) These riffs need to be in the middle to lower part of the bow 

and short. You are mimicking a plucked guitar.  

I Wanna Dance With Somebody 
● Counting is super important in this song. Knowing where the beats fall 

will help in figuring out the tricky rhythms.  
● Play in the middle to lower part of the bow for almost the entire song, if 

it’s not a whole note, it has got to be short.  
● (m. 32-45)  or anytime you are the chorus. Listen to Whitney’s voice in 

the original song. It will help you with the rhythms to know how they 
go. After you’re comfortable with how the rhythms sound, start playing 
them slowly until you work up to playing it with the track. The big thing 
to remember for these parts is that you hardly ever play on beat 1.  

Locked out of Heaven 
● You are a guitar for most of this song. Anytime you have the guitar riff 

play in the lower part of the bow close to the frog and play super short. 
From the beginning to m.30, the two tied eighth notes you have do not 
need to be held out for the full beat. Hit the note, then just wait for the 
next one.  

● During the chorus, use full bows, you should not be louder than the 
section that has the melody.  

● (m.83-94) These quarter notes should be played in the middle of the 
bow. Not super short, but separated.  

Sexy Back (ECHO Back) 
● Beginning to m. 23 and anytime you are the vocals, mimic Justin’s 

voice. It’s smooth and connected; use a good amount of bow and be 
loud! 

● For the same part, some of you may not like sliding your first finger 
back and forth between D natural and D Sharp. Here’s another 
method: If you slide your hand back into ½ position, put your first finger 



 

on D sharp and your second finger right next to (touching) your first 
finger and use your 4th finger for G. And then go back to 1st position 
when you aren’t sliding between D and D sharp.  

● For the Chorus, super short and by the frog every time.  
● For the difficult part at m. 72, listen to the song for what it sounds like 

then practice slowly until you can get it up to speed. A metronome may 
help.  

Since U Been Gone 
● This one doesn’t need much, just make sure you don’t rush the eighth 

notes; you are the guitar in the beginning. 
● Keep the eighth notes short and by the frog, and use long, full bows for 

the chorus.  

Treasure 
● Like “Locked out of Heaven,” the tied notes in the guitar rhythms don’t 

need to be held out for the full amount because you are mimicking a 
guitar. (But you still have to play in time, that doesn’t mean rush the 
notes) Keep those rhythms short; middle to lower part of the bow. 

● Every time you have the 4 groups of 16th notes. DO NOT play on beat 
4! There’s always a lone drum beat on beat 4 before you start the next 
measure. Listen to the track. 

Circles 
● This one is pretty simple too, every quarter note is short, but not like 

the other songs. Play them in the middle of the bow, give each quarter 
note its full value and keep them seperate. Don’t rush.  

● On anything that isn’t a quarter note, use big full bows and lots of 
vibrato if you can do it.  

 
 

 


